DEBATE ARTICLE FOR SCHEA WEBSITE

By Deb Edson

Deb Edson has been active in debate since 1998 when she entered her 4-H team in the South Carolina 4-H Debate Contest.  Her son Andrew then went on to compete in the homeschool debate league (sponsored at that time by Home School Legal Defense) for the next 4 years.  Deb currently teaches debate for the homeschool community as well as coaches the Upstate Area Debate Club.  She also serves as the state debate coordinator for SCHEA.  Deb and her husband Gib were founding members of Christian Communicators of South Carolina, the state speech and debate league (www.scdebate.org) for homeschoolers.  Deb and Gib homeschooled their 3 children for 18 years.  Andrew is a graduate of Furman University and now attends law school in Dallas, TX.  Matthew is a graduate of Clemson University and serves in the Air Force in Anchorage, Alaska.  David is a graduate of Furman University and now attends grad school at North Carolina State University in mechanical engineering.   Since 1992, Deb has been speaking on homeschooling and debate throughout the region to encourage others.  
I got hooked on Debate when I attended my first homeschool debate tournament in Georgia with my oldest son Andrew.  Gathered in the church building was a throng of professionally dressed students excitedly talking with new friends in a non-threatening atmosphere about complicated things like campaign finance reform, general funding revenues, and constitutional law.  I was amazed and asked myself, “Now when have I ever seen a group of high school students acting like this?”  Conversation among my sons typically revolved around cars and sports.  Here, however, were excited teens energetically chatting about academically challenging topics.  What was this strange animal called Debate?
In Debate, students research both sides of an issue, then write and present a plan to fix the problems. In a debate round, they give both Affirmative and Negative speeches, some of which are written during a few minutes of “prep time.”  Many wonderful skills are learned and honed: thinking logically, speaking with confidence, listening for main points, presenting clear arguments, taking notes quickly, researching with ease.  Each year the debate topic focuses on one important issue, such as tax cuts, immigration, agricultural policy, international trade, etc.  The topic for 2004 was our protectorate policy.  Students learned that our military troops are stationed all over the world in countries that both welcome and shun them.  Our debaters are thinking through tough questions:  Should our troops be there?  Is it too dangerous?  Do the benefits outweigh the risks?  Does it hinder or promote international relations? 
Our high school debaters have not only learned how to conduct research at university libraries, but they have also attended lectures and interviewed professors.  You may be saying, “My son/daughter could never do that!”  Each fall, new students enter Debate classes around the state with the same fear, believing that it will be impossible for them.  Three months later, these same students join Debate clubs with enthusiasm and excitement!  You may be saying, “I could never teach Debate for my homeschool co-op.”  I thought the same thing years ago.  After all, I was just a stay-at-home mom who majored in Art in college, wearily trying to homeschool her kids.  Now, there are wonderful resources available for parents that give you each word to say in your Debate class.  During the first year I taught Debate, I read the lecture word for word.  You can do this!
What better preparation for your children as they go off to college or their first job.  When faced with professors or bosses who challenge their beliefs, your children will be able to present clear arguments with confidence.  They will have learned to listen carefully to the other side, spotting logical fallacies and flawed conclusions.  The NCFCA league of which we are a part encourages students to debate with grace and respect.  Offensive behavior is stopped before it develops into bad habits.  Debaters are taught that one way to show God’s love is to speak “with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (I Peter 3: 15-16)

But you say, “I don’t want my daughter learning how to argue with her husband when she gets married.”  This was one of my earliest reservations about Debate.  Now, however, I realize that Debate has taught me how to listen better to my husband; how to keep my emotions in check; and how to present my thoughts and concerns in a nonthreatening manner.  The result is that the atmosphere in our home is a lot more peaceful.  My own children have learned not to present a request without clear reasoning to back it up.

My vision for South Carolina is to see Debate classes and clubs for homeschoolers all over the state, with teams entering tournaments, both practice and qualifying.  If there is not a Debate club in your area, consider getting one of the resources mentioned below and inviting some of your friends to join in.  During my son’s first 2 years of debate, his partner lived in Tennessee and they had to meet half-way in North Carolina to practice their case.  There were no debate clubs or tournaments in SC, so they traveled the country looking for state debate tournaments to enter, hoping to qualify for Nationals. Each year, NCFCA sponsors a national tournament for those debate teams who have qualified at a tournament.  Over 2,000 homeschooled debaters and their parents attended Nationals in June 2010 at Regent University in Virginia.  What an exhilarating experience!  
I am convinced that Debate has helped my children secure scholarships for college, as their SAT scores continued to go up along with their extracurricular awards.  Debate impacted their college essays as well as their college interviews.  Consider giving your own children this wonderful opportunity which may open doors for the rest of their lives.  

Debate Resources:

An Introduction to Argumentation and Debate -   By Christy Shipe. about $13.  This 83-page textbook covers all the fundamentals of formal debate including logic, research, stock issues, affirmative case construction, negative strategies, evidence, delivery, and more

Order from HSLDA at their web page, www.hslda.org  or call (540) 338-5600.

It Takes a Parent.  By  Deanna Stollar. about $35.  Lesson plans to coincide with An Introduction to Argumentation and Debate test.  A debate teaching guide for the first time parent/coach.  Contains prepared lectures, homework assignments, quizzes, handouts, and study guides for one student or for a whole debate class.  

Order from:  Antithesis Debate Publications, 682 Rowan Ave., Springfield, Oregon 97477, tel.(541)736-9054. email:  AntithesisDebate@aol.com or visit www.thedebatesite.org 

Debating the 2010-2011 Home School Resolution.  By Chris Jeub.  about $80.  This is a great compilation of research on the debate topic.  Contact:  Training Minds Ministry 16315 Rickenbacker Ave, Monument, CO 80132 or email: info@trainingminds.org
